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MACCLESFIELD 
LOCAL GROUP 

We welcome back, Macclesfield’s own, David Tolliday as our speaker tonight 
 
David is well known to many of us at Macclesfield as our Treasurer and former Wildlife Explorers Leader for almost ten years. Recently he 
was awarded The Certificate of Merit from the Photographic Alliance of Great Britain (CPAGB) to join the prestigious RSPB President’s 
Award he received in 2008. His photographic work has been successful in many local and national competitions including his famous 
gannet picture taken on Bass Rock and published on the front page of the Birdwatching magazine. David’s spoken to us at Macclesfield six 
times, stepping into the breach at the last minute on two occasions when the planned speaker was not available. He is a much sought after 
presenter, as his engagements show, visiting twenty seven RSPB Groups covering Cheshire, Greater Manchester, Merseyside, Shropshire, 
West Midlands, Derbyshire, Staffordshire, Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire and Lancashire, as well as fifty five other organisations during 
his speaking career.  Tonight, he will be sharing a slide presentation entitled “OVERSEAS TRAVELS WITH A WILDLIFE 
CAMERA” where his travels took him to Florida, South Africa and Southern Spain.    

DIARY  DATES 
February 2011 

Saturday 
 12th 

Event: Low Tide Birdwatch on Hilbre Island. 
Join the Rangers and staff from the RSPB for a low tide visit to Hilbre Island to look for Brent geese, purple sandpipers, 
turnstones and other waders. Warm clothing and suitable footwear are essential. Sorry no dogs. Please book early as 
there are limited places available. 
9am to 3pm  - To book your place & further information call 0151 648 4371  

Sunday 
 13th 

Event: Parkgate RSPB Raptor Watch. 
Join the RSPB wardens to watch for birds of prey across the Dee Estuary Nature Reserve, a vital wintering ground where 
these impressive birds hunt and roost. Warm clothing and binoculars are recommended. 
Meet at 3pm  at the Old Baths Car Park, Parkgate. Call 0151 336 7681 for further details.  

Monday 
 14th  

BTO Event: National Bird Box Week 
Starting on St Valentine's Day, it's the time we remind ourselves to provide homes for dozens of species, from Blue Tits 
to Barn Owls. If you've never built a nest box before, see http://www.bto.org/nnbw/index.htm  for details how  or if you 
haven't got the time, it's easy to buy a good one. Go on, take part for Britain's birds! 

Wednesday 
 16th 

North Staffs RSPB Local Group Indoor Meeting: Gloucestershire Wildlife by Philip Mugridge  
7:30pm  Conference Centre/Medical Institute (Wade Hall), Hartshill Road, Stoke on Trent, ST4 7NY  
Entrance Fee: Non members £4, Non Members Concessions £3.50 

March 2011  

Friday 
 4th 

CAWOS Meeting: AGM followed by a talk, speaker to be confirmed. 
7:45pm Cranford Suite, Civic Centre, Toft Road, Knutsford, WA16 0PE 

Tuesday 
 8th  

Indoor meeting: THE NORTH-WEST YEAR BY Chris Galvin 

Sunday 
 13th 

Outdoor meeting: BELVIDE RESERVOIR N.R. Staffordshire . 
Courtesy of West Midland Bird Club we will have a permit to visit this reservoir & woodland site searching for early 
summer migrants and waders. Please bring a suggested donation of £2 per person. 
Depart at 08:00 am from Duke Street Car Park  for an all day trip. 
Leader: Ray Evans 01625 432635 
 

Sunday 
 27th 

Coach Trip: FYLDE COAST, Lancashire 
Depart 08:00 am from Wilmslow Guild, Bourne Street, Wilmslow 

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity:  
England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no.SC037654 
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GLOBAL WARMING—IS IT JUST A LOT OF HOT AIR?   by Ra y Perry 
 

�� ecember 2010 was the coldest December for over 100 years. If you recall we had a harsh winter in 2009/2010. Also the winter of 
2008/2009 was assessed as cooler than normal. Some of my friends are joking about global cooling rather than global warming. I 

thought I should have a brief look at what is behind global warming and climate change. The brief look turned into a long one because 
there is so much information, much of it contradictory. Let me say up front that the British government has accepted that climate 
change, due to global warming is a fact, thus the passing of the Climate Change Act in 2008. The Met Office advises the government 
and obviously is in full agreement. The RSPB have developed a policy of energy saving, supporting initiatives in the way we resource 
energy, particularly from renewable sources.  
 

�� hen I was a child in London the four seasons seemed obvious. There was snow regularly in the 
winter so we made dangerous slides in the playground and played lots of cricket in the local 

parks in the warm summer sunshine. When we came north almost 40 years ago the pattern was much 
the same except for “Macclesfield drizzle” which could appear at anytime of the year. There was snow 
in the winter and like many local people we headed for the hills for sledging with our young kids. In 
more recent years winters have been warmer with little snow. Summers have often been gloomy and 
wet. Was our climate changing? Of course if we look at our birds we find that species usually found in 
Mediterranean countries now regularly appear here, such as Little Egret, Black-winged Stilt and Cattle 
Egret. In alpine regions, glaciers I first saw in the 1950s have retreated considerably.  We have now 
experienced several colder winters so are we returning to a previous climate? It’s impossible to tell. 
We have had years before with unusual seasons, the winters of 1947 and 1963 being particularly harsh 
and the summer of 1976 being exceedingly hot. There have been cyclical ice ages, ten in the last mil-
lion years, the last 11,000 years ago so the next is unlikely to occur for a few more thousand years. 
Interestingly there was a “Little Ice Age” from about 1500 to 1850 AD. 

 

�� o what about the greenhouse gases? Almost all the focus has been on carbon dioxide partly generated by burning fossil fuels for 
power and propulsion. However, the greatest greenhouse gas is water vapour! I’m sure that this will be a surprise to many. The 

amount of water vapour in the atmosphere is many times greater than any other greenhouse gas including carbon dioxide, methane, 
nitrous oxide and CFCs. There is a need to stop some heat leaving the world and thus preventing a very cold planet indeed. In respect of 
retaining heat in the atmosphere carbon dioxide is a very small player, it seems to be an effect rather than a cause.  By studying the in-
frared spectrum of this molecule, it is evident that carbon dioxide only absorbs/reflects at two very narrow wavelengths, thus most in-
frared energy will pass through. By the way, we feel infrared energy as heat. Also the amount in the atmosphere is very small at about 
0.04 - 0.05%. It has increased in the atmosphere over the years and my first chemistry book records that the composition of carbon di-
oxide in dry air, measured in 1896 by eminent scientists was 0.03%. So, in percentage terms, it has not changed a great deal. The Met 
Office now concedes that water vapour is the biggest player in retaining heat in the atmosphere but they still insist that there is a need to 
reduce the use of fossil fuels. This does make sense but for a different reason. Fossil fuels will eventually run out and more expensive 
alternatives are likely to be on offer e.g. wind farms, the individual units at present are very inefficient and are heavily subsidised. 
There has been a proposal to increase our nuclear power station capacity but many fear the dangers similar to the Chernobyl disaster. 
This should not occur given that modern nuclear facilities are smaller and much safer than in the past. Predicting weather now or in the 
future is very difficult, much has to be taken into account including air pressure, the position of the jet stream, wind direction, the out-
put of the sun, the distance the earth is from the sun, natural phenomena – such as volcanic activity, El Niño (warming of the Pacific 
ocean) and La Niña (cooling of the Pacific), atmospheric moisture – which varies greatly and cloud formation. It’s a nightmare isn’t it? 
La Niña is in force at the moment causing the catastrophic floods in Australia. It is possible that the additional heat generated by burn-
ing fossil fuels is enough to cause greater evaporation from large bodies of water thus enhancing the greenhouse effect. 
 

�� any experts disagree with the principle of global warming. Satellite measurements suggest cooling but measurements from many 
terrestrial and marine sites say the opposite. I guess we need a few more years of experience and lively debate to be sure where 

we are heading but as far as our birds is concerned we need to take action whatever turns up. At the moment, in this cold weather we 
must supplement their natural resources with various forms of bird food. 

Black winged stilt   Ian Taylor 

BIG GARDEN BIRD WATCH 2011  By Ian & Lydia Taylor 
 

�� e regularly feed the birds in our small garden in Congleton with the RSPB black sunflower seeds, peanuts, table mix and fat 
balls from our local pet shop. After filling the feeders on Saturday 29th we duly watched out of our kitchen window to note 

what came down to brunch. It didn’t take long before the house sparrows (4 max.) were hopping from the honeysuckle cover onto the 
feeders. Recently we saw our first tree sparrow in the garden so we kept our fingers crossed and after ten minutes a tree sparrow came 
for some table mix to refuel, a great tick for the morning but sadly only a single bird. Our usual visitors blue tit (3 max.), blackbird (2 
max. compared to 12 in 2010), chaffinch (3 max.) and single coal tit, robin & dunnock. These birds were active, coming to and fro to 
the feeders and bird tables but the great tits and greenfinches we usually see must have been dining out, no sign during our hour vigil.  
Our two resident fat woodpigeons and a party of six starlings helped themselves greedily from the bird table but our surprise bonus bird 
was a visit to our fat ball by a male blackcap. We haven’t seen a blackcap in the garden for about two years and it makes you wonder 
how many times he’s visited over this very cold winter without being observed. Hopefully he may stay around until spring and we will 
hear him singing, we will be listening out.  
 

�� on’t forget to submit your Big Garden Birdwatch sightings. We have until the 18th February 2011 to return our survey data by 
either post or via the online website at www.rspb.org.uk/birdwatchresults.   
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�� id you know: Even though male and female blackbirds tend to separate for the winter, when the breeding season arrives, they 
often return to previous season's partner, year after year  

Photograph supplied by the Wildlife Explorers 

THOUGHTS FROM OUR WEEKEND AWAY IN DUMFRIES & GALLOW AY by Ian & Lydia Taylor 
 

�� wenty three Group members met at the Douglas Arms Hotel on Friday 4th February ready to combat the elements and Birdwatch 
along the Solway Firth. Saturday was drier than expected and after a brief stop at Carlingwark Loch where goosander were over-

wintering, disappointingly we couldn’t find the smew reported earlier in the week. Soon we set off for high tide at Southerness Point, 
arriving as the rough sea was approaching the rocks at the lighthouse. Oystercatchers, turnstones and common redshank were working 
their way across the seaweed and the search began for purple sandpiper.  Those with telescopes identified a likely looking suspect in 
the distance and after a walk along the beach we were rewarded with superb views of purple sandpiper with yellow hammer in the 
bushes as a bonus.  

�� fter high tide we set off for the red kite feeding station at Ballymack Farm. As 
soon as we arrived at least 100 to 120 red kites were circling in the air or waiting 

in the nearby trees for lunch to be served at 2pm. We all watched in awe as these 
graceful birds swooped down to pick up pieces of chicken from the ground or feeding 
platform beating off the attention of the corvids. The photographers cameras were 
busy and others were checking the wing tags against the “key” to see where todays 
performers were from and in which year they fledged.  After a couple of hours some 
members of the group chose to stay and take more photographs while other braved the 
light rain that was now falling to search for the Greenland white fronted geese at the 
Loch Ken RSPB Reserve. Despite considerable searching the only geese to be found 
were greylags and the Group spent the remaining time walking the mile to the hide 
feeding station to see chaffinches together with blue, great and coal tits. The day    
ended with dinner back at the hotel and an early night. 
 

�� unday morning started with a hearty breakfast and we all took our time checking out be-
cause the rain caused us to change our plans. It was considered too wet to visit Threave, 

where Chris and Joan saw the elusive Greenland white fronts on Friday afternoon while check-
ing this new developing site. Threave has great potential in the spring because they have breed-
ing osprey with a well placed viewing platform by the river crossing to the ruined castle. In-
stead we set off for the RSPB reserve at Mersehead to see flocks of barnacle geese, pintail and 
wigeon to name a few of the species seen out on the reserve and  at the visitor centre where 
yellowhammer, chaffinch, reed buntings and two brambling were busy emptying the feeders 
providing another photographic opportunity on this wet morning.   
 

�� he final site visited was the WWT centre at Caerlaverock and after some hot drinks we were soon treated to the swan feeding at 
two o’clock.  Large numbers of whooper and mute swans gathered to greet the warden as he distributed grain but we couldn’t see 

“Supersonic Bill” a whooper swan who was radio tracked the 800 miles back in 14 hours non stop from the arctic. Later some were 
treated to good views of two peregrine falcons and a hen harrier out on the 
salt marsh before setting off for home. Thanks are due to Graham Palmer for 
finding and arranging the accommodation at the Douglas Arms Hotel, a 
good time was had by all!! 

�� he January Wildlife Explorers indoor meeting 
focussed on Bird Behaviour in preparation for the 

RSPB's Big Garden Birdwatch. The Group made giant 
recycled Robin collages using an enormous box of old 
Christmas cards collected from the Local RSPB Group. 
We also used old Christmas cards cut into smaller 
squares to make fantastic Robin calendars to take 
home. Cards remaining after the meeting were 
all recycled to raise money for tree planting by the 
Woodland Trust via the Marks and Spencers store in 
Macclesfield. 

NEWS FROM OUR 
WILDLIFE EXPLORERS GROUP 

Searching for purple sandpiper       D
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David Tolliday 

David Tolliday 
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Notices & Announcements 

Health and Safety  

In the event of fire or other emergency necessitating evacuation of the building, please leave in an orderly manner via the nearest available Emergency 
Exit or as instructed by a designated Committee member.  Emergency Exits, indicated by the internationally recognised symbol of a ‘running man’ on a 
green background, are situated through the door at the rear of the hall either straight down the corridor or directly on the right through the main entrance 

with further exits to the right and through the door to the left of the stage.   

If required, there is a first aid kit in the kitchen off the entrance corridor. (If you do have an accident, however minor, while here tonight please report it 
directly to a Committee member who, amongst other things, will ensure that details are logged in the Accident Report Book.) 

Please pass on a copy of this newsletter to any member or non-member of the Group  that you know who may be interested 

BARN OWL NEST BOX MAKERS REQUIRED  
  

�� ould you like to spend a few hours using a saw, power screwdriver and a 
paintbrush to make nest boxes for barn owls?  If so could you help out at a 

nest box making event at Pikelow Farm, Marton on a Sunday during February, pos-
sibly the 27th? Each box usually takes between one and two hours to make.  Please 
contact David Tolliday, 01625 432105 or email david@macclesfieldrspb.org.uk for 
more details. 
  
During 2010 barn owls had a reasonably good breeding year in Cheshire with 132 
known breeding pairs producing 260 young.  Whilst the number of known breeding 
pairs was the third highest in the last 13 years, starting from a low of only seven in 
1998 and reaching a maximum of 151 in 2007, the number of young per pair, at an 
average of 1.96, was the lowest throughout the period, with the highest being 4.3 
per pair also in 2007.   
  
 

 
Of the known breeding sites in Cheshire 118 were in nest boxes with 62 
of these being on trees, 55 on poles and one was in a box in a barn.  Of 
the remaining 14 breeding sites seven were in buildings and seven were 
in natural tree sites. These figures reflect the importance of nest boxes 
for breeding barn owls in Cheshire.  Lets give barn owls a helping hand 
and get some more boxes located in our area.  Payment will be the great 
feeling of knowing you have done something to help these wonderful 
birds, and you might even get tea and cakes, if somebody volunteers to 
bake the cake! 
  
                             Thank you to anybody who volunteers. 

David Tolliday 

David Tolliday 

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 
 

�� he year is passing quickly and the AGM in May is 
not far away. There will be some opportunities 

coming to serve on the Committee. Please could I ask 
any member who would be interested in finding out 
more on what they could do to help with the organisa-
tion and running of the Macclesfield RSPB Local Group 
to contact one of the existing Committee members for 
some more information. Finding out more is not a com-
mitment and we do need some more volunteers to ensure 
the long term stability of the Group. As an incentive, the 
RSPB recognise the contribution all their volunteers 
give with a Volunteers card which will entitle them to 
discounts from the RSPB Shops at Reserves. 
 

YOUR COMMITTEE NEEDS YOU? 
 

COUNTDOWN TO WOW 2011 
 

215 days to go until  
 

Wildlife & Outdoor World Extravaganza 
 

10:00 am—5:00 pm 
 

On Sunday 11th September 2011 
@ 

Pikelow Farm Marton, Macclesfield SK11 9HD 
 

T he WOW Committee are seeking helpers to assist with 
running WOW. Please speak to a Committee member 

if you would be willing to help on the day with for 
example refreshments, car parking, gate entry,  

manning an RSPB stall & general duties. 


